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INFO ALL EC CAPITALS PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 25834 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIF PM FR 

SUB J : SUPPORT FOR NEW PANAMA TREATIES 

REFS: A) PARIS 25734 B) PRICE-JAEGER TELECON SEPT 6 
C) THE HAGUE 4523 

1 . DE FOLIN HAS JUST INFORMED US THAT THE QUAI IS 
NOW "LEANING STRONGLY" TOWARD SENDING 

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES FROM PRESIDENT GISCARD TO PRESI- 
DENT CARTER AND TO PANAMANIAN PRESIDENT TORRIJOS. 

2. DE FOLIN APPRECIATED DEPARTMENT'S WILLINGNESS TO PRO- 
VIDE TEXT OF NEUTRALITY ARTICLE EAR I, TER TODAY (REF B). 

NEVERTHELESS, HE SAYS THE QUAI LAWYERS WERE RESISTING 
FRENCH SIGNATURE OF A DECLARATION ON TREATIES THEY HAVE 
NOT HAD OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY. IN THIS CONNECTION FOLIN 
ALSO REFERRED TO THE BILATERAL CHARACTER OF THESE 
TREATIES (AS DISTINCT FROM SUEZ) BUT SEEMED TO AGREE 
THAT THIS WAS NOT A VERY CONVINCING POINT. 

3. ALTHOUGH FOLIN DID NOT MENTION IT. THE DUTCH DECIS- 
ION JUST REPORTED REF C WOULD TEND TO CONFIRM THAT THE 
FRENCH TILT TOWARD A CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE MAY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ALSO HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY THEIR EC CONSULTA- 
TIONS. 

HARTMAN 
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